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the most mischievous character, I mean the
quality of the bread of the metropolis, as I
am convinced, if you will set to work u la
LANCET, and bleed Mr. Dough powerfully,
that you will do more good towards correct-
ing the evil in one week, than the legisla-
ture in a session. This article, so essential
to life, and to the poor man and his family
particularly, is most grossly adulterated with
alum, which, swallowed in the form of
bread, is most injurious to health, and tends
much to shorten the duration of life. A
great number of men, women, and children
from the country, who have been accustomed
to eat home-made bread, and drink home-
brewed beer, become occasionally objects of
my observation. Shortly after the arrival of
these people in the metropolis, they com-
plain oflanguor, headach, constipation, and
general derangement, which I have no hesi-
tation in ascribing to the bread they are

obliged to eat. No argument which is fa-
vourable to the murderous system thus fol-
lowed by the baker, can be drawn from the
use of alum in the hands of the physician ;
for if this were allowed to have any weight
with us, the use of arsenic, were it available
to the nefarious purposes of the baker,
and a variety of other articles of medicine,
might be justified on the same principle.
To remedy the evil, not only ought the
baker to be severely fined for purchasing
the alum himself, or through his agents, but
the druggist, grocer, apothecary, or chemist,
convicted of selling it, knowing the purposes
to which it is to be applied, should be se-
verely punishable by law. As 1 know no
man who earns his loaf with more credit to
himself and utility to the public than your-
self, I have earnestly to entreat your ener-
getic aid, in remedying an evil of so

flagitious, and unfeeling a character, It

falls, in the first instance, principally on the
poor, but, in its ultimate operations, affects
the pockets of the opulent, and the indus-
trious. I am sure you will enter warmly
into the disgrace thus entailed on my name
and family by unprincipled men ; a family
surpassed by none in antiquity and utility,
and trusting to your aid.

I am, my dear LANCET,
PANIS.

London, July 23, 1829.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS have been received from
Dr. Mason&mdash;Mr. J. Heckwith&mdash;Mr. Brad-
ley-Mr. Charles Roberts&mdash;Mr. Tlioma3

Wright&mdash;Mr. Richard Laming&mdash;Mr. John
Perkins-Mr. John M. Draper-Dr. Ed.
wards-Mr. Dewhurst&mdash;Mr. Winslow&mdash;Dr.
Walker&mdash;Mr. Rickards-Mr. Barham&mdash;Mr.

George Phillipson&mdash;Mr. Milburne&mdash;Jus.
titia-Expositor-A Reformer&mdash;Viator&mdash;A
Correspondent from Dublin-A Licentiate
of the Hall-Petens.

The communications of’, T.iW." and Mr.
Millar, will appear next week.

If the Royal College of Surgeons echoed
the voice of the profession, the abuses of
which " Castigator, Mr. Henderson, Scrutor,
M. W. H., A Pupil, Viator, A Country
Practitioner, and Philo-Veritas," complain,
would not exist a single month. We have
no efficient governing body ; hence there is

nothing but quackery and confusion. Sooner
or later the Charter must be abrogated.
" Expositor’s" accusations partake too

much of a personal attack to be inserted,
unless they areauthenticated by the au-

thor’s name and address.

! " L. B., Greenwich." The question pro.
posed cannot be answered in this place;
but if L. B. will appoint a time when he can
call, we shall be happy to see him on the

subject of his note, which we regret had
been mislaid.

Many thanks to a "Licentiate;" but we
cannot avail ourselves of his offer.

Mr. Green’s paper contains some inge.
nious speculations ; but the article is much
too long for the limits of this journal.
The Council have just passed some VERY

LIBERAL 11 regulations," in order to appeaM
the wrath of the " country draff." Atub to
the whale. The scheme will not succeed.

" Z. * *- + ." We know the fellow well.
He is high enough at present, but " down,
down," will ring in his ears, ere long. He
is a rank impostor.

Will the author of a satirical poem on the
College of Surgeons, which was forwarded
to us about three years since, favour us, con-
fidentially, with his name and address ?

H. S., of Bedford, we hear, is on the
fret. He may be assured that Mr. Taylor
has done his duty. We expect to be tMe
to send a certain paper to him b.v 11...

night’s mail. What will he say to that?


